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PERCUSSION STUDIO 

 
GET TO THE KNOW STUDIO 

 
The Percussion Area has established a 

reputation for innovation and excellence 

through an extensive percussive arts 
experience. With graduates successfully 

placed in professional orchestras, studio 

jobs, military bands, university teaching 
positions and public schools, and working 

independently as composers, audio 
engineers and touring artists, the 

program has a proven record of preparing 

percussionists for professional success. 
 

 
COME VISIT US  

CONCERTS, CLINICS, MASTER-CLASSES 

AND MUCH MORE..... 

 
Students have the opportunity to study 

and perform in a diverse set of  areas 
including solo repertoire and chamber 

music, orchestral percussion, non-

western musical styles, rudimental 
percussion, mallet keyboards, jazz drum-

set and vibraphone, timpani and multi-
percussion. Our faculty supports students 

in discovering and developing their own 

artistic voice while also providing a 
comprehensive percussion curriculum as 

a platform for individual interests and 

career aspirations 
 

TAKE CAMPUS TOUR! 
 

In addition to in-depth performance skills, 

students develop expertise in areas of 
pedagogy, composition, audio/video 

engineering, marketing and 
entrepreneurship: all critical to 

succeeding in the 21st-century 

marketplace. 
 

 

 

 

                            
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE 

 
SPOTLIGHT 

The internationally acclaimed U of U 

Percussion Ensemble performs a wide-range 

of percussive repertoire, from classical to 
contemporary, to non-western styles and jazz 

influenced works. The ensemble has won the 

Percussive Arts Society International 
Percussion Ensemble Contest on multiple 

occasions, and as also appeared at the 
Midwest International Band and Orchestra 

Clinic. The Chamber Percussion Group is a 

select group of percussionists within the 
larger Percussion Ensemble that focuses its 

repertoire on a classics of new music (Cage, 
Reich, Harrison) as well as new music (recent 

commissions include Anders Koppel, 

Christopher Deane and Dwayne Rice).  
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WORLD PERCUSSION GROUP 

Operating within the umbrella of the 
Percussion Ensemble, the World 

Percussion Group focuses its repertoire 
on traditional music and dance from other 

cultures. While the focus of the ensemble 

is musical, cultural contexts relevant to 
the music studied are inherently stressed, 

giving the students and the audience a 

deeper understanding of the music’s 
meaning and a greater personal 

enjoyment of the music played. 

PERCUSSION AREA FACULTY 

We take great pride in the old 

adage practice what you preach, as we 
have traveled, performed and presented 

all over the world covering literally all 
aspects of percussion. We believe in an 

experiential, individualized approach to 

our teaching and utilize an ever-evolving 
pedagogy combing traditional “tried and 

true” methods to cutting edge 

technologies.  
 
Dr. Michael Sammons 
Percussion Area Head 
www.mikesammons.com 

Applied Lessons 
Percussion Ensemble 
Chamber Percussion Group 
Utah Drumline  
World Percussion Group 

Graduate Percussion Pedagogy 
Percussion Literature 
 
Keith Carrick - Applied Lessons 
 

Danny Soulier - Applied Lessons, Timpani 
 
Bret Hughes - Percussion Methods / 
Pedagogy 
 
Kelly Wallis - Applied Lessons, Drumset 

and Jazz Vibraphone 
 
Stephen Lyman - Applied Lessons, 
Drumset 

 

UTAH DRUMLINE 

VIC FIRTH SPOTLIGHT #1 

VIC FIRTH SPOTLIGHT #2 

The Utah Drumline consists of a corps-sized 

battery and boasts a modern playing and 
arranging style. Members enjoy a 

performance based atmosphere within a 
university community environment while 

entertaining over 500,000 people annually. 

Appearances include national TV broadcasts 
on ESPN, College Game-day, Fox Sports, 

ABC, CBS, NBC; President Barack Obama’s 

2009 Inauguration; trips to BCS Sugar Bowl, 
BCS Fiesta Bowl, as well as bowl trips to San 

Diego, Las Vegas, San Antonio and San 

Francisco.  

The Utah Drumline is open to all university 

students, regardless of major. Members 
represent all disciplines and majors across 

university campus.  

 

UTAH DRUMLINE AUDITIONS 

AUDITION PACKET / DATES 

 Clinics are FREE and open to interested 

students including high school JUNIORS and 

SENIORS. 

 

 

UNIVERSITY APPLICATION DEADLINES 

 

November 1 (Priority Application Date) 
December 1 (Priority Admissions Date) 

 
 

AUDITION/SCHOLARSHIP DATES FOR 

SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
 

VISIT SCHOOL OF MUSIC WEBSITE 
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